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The QT8 district is located between the suburb 
and city centre of Milan. The architect Piero 
Bottoni projected this neighbourhood for the ei-
ghth Triennale of Milan in 1947. At the end of 
World War II, architects worked to create new 
spaces that met the needs of the evacues and 
the working class. In QT8 the structural, ratio-
nal and sanitary aspects of the houses were 
highlighted.
Public transportation and the underground, 

built in 1975, reduced travelling times for the 
habitants of the neighbourhood and facilitated 
social, cultural and working links.
One of the core goals on the QT8 project, 

was to create green spaces where citizens 
could spend their free time. For this purpose, 
Bottoni realised the Monte Stella park, a little 
artificial hill about 50 metres high and made  out 
of Anglo-American bombing debris from 1943.
The Monte Stella park, named also “Montagnet-
ta di San Siro”, offers little woods, lawns and a 
panoramic view of the city, Pre-Alps and Alps.
During the post-war period, the hill ho-

sted a sculpture which meant, along with the 
park itself, the rebirth and transformation of 
Milan. The masterpiece was created in 1932 
by Marino Marini, a professor of sculpture at 
Brera Fine Arts Academy in Milan: the statue 
consists of a limestone sculpture representing 
a Winged Victory 2,30 metres high and with 
archaic style. During the early 1960s, the statue 
was abandoned. However, the photographer 
Mario De Biasi documented its state in a 
deposit in QT8. He renamed the artwork 
“Donnina di Milano”. Nowadays, the sculpture 
is situated in the Leonardo Da Vinci Museum of 
Sciences and Technologies of Milan.

Our project, structured in three parts, focused 
on the stories of Monte Stella and Donnina di 
Milano, both from the documentary side and 
from the artistic side. 
The first one is an artistic video centred on 

the sculpture and the park, where the sta-
tue narrated its memories of the meeting with 
the hill. The Donnina di Milano was called 
“Angel of Milan”, because people gave to it the 
power to “protect” the city from the top of the  
park. The video focuses on the “sacral” worth 
given to the statue: like a Menhir, or modern 
Totem, the masterpiece is not simply an invite to 
meditation and prayers, but also a testimony of 
the history of Milan immediately after the war.
The actors in the video are in a meditative,

contemplative and statuesque state; in their 
hands, they’re holding stones wrapped in red 
wires: the rocks means both the Donnina di 
Milano and the Monte Stella park. The red wires 
indicate the close relationship between the two  
main characters. The actors offer the stones 
while  an off-camera voice recites a poem in whi-
ch the statue and the park’s words are alternated.
The second part of the work proposes the 

interview to Gianfranco Pertot, a professor of 
Renovation at Architecture Department and 
Urban Studies at Politecnico of Milan, who has 
managed the post-war urban reconstruction in 
the book “Milano 1946. Alle origini della rico-
struzione” (Milan 1946. At the origins of 
reconstruction), and to Danka Giacon, curator 
of Museo del Novecento of Milan, whose has 
followed the phases of the sculpture recovery 
and relocation. 
While Professor Pertot has unfolds the QT8‘s 
urban aspects and recalls Monte Stella park as 
symbol of the post-war rebirth of the city, Gia-
con the curator instead expounds facts of Mari-
no Marini sculpture’s.
Finally, the last part consists of an interactive 

installation that gives the possibility, thanks to 
some QR-Cod, to discover effects of the war 
bombing on the most important building of 
Milan, and their relationship with the Monte 
Stella park, the last destintion of the debris phi-
sically present in the setting.



5’ 10’’ 
video, color, sound 



4’ 23’’ 
video, color, wb, sound 

4’ 44’’ 
video, color, wb, sound; archive material; 
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1’ each, video, 
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Pietre. Racconti dal QT8 at 
Spazio DoloMiti, Milan.




